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Synopsis

In time for the National Park’s 100th birthday, this flagship, best-selling guide is fully revamped and
updated with all new text, photographs, and design. National Geographic writers hit all 59 national
parksA¢a -4 «including Pinnacles, the newest in the crownA¢a -4 «for intensive on-the-ground
research. 300 photos and 80 colorful maps complete the extraordinary package. Practical and
comprehensive coverage includes engaging, individual park descriptions and brief history, travel
planning tips, itineraries and directions, activities, park lodges and hotels, visitor center contact
information, and camping information. Well-known national parks writers provide new insights into
the parks and share favorite spots for viewing scenery, wildlife, sunsets, and more in this Centennial

edition.
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Customer Reviews

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC is one of the worldA¢a -4,¢s leading nonfiction publishers, proudly
supporting the work of scientists, explorers, photographers, and authors, as well as publishing a
diverse list of books that celebrate the world and all that is in it. National Geographic Books creates
and distributes print and digital works that inspire, entertain, teach, and give readers access to a
world of discovery and possibility on a wide range of nonfiction subjects from animals to travel,
cartography to history, fun facts to moving stories. A portion of all National Geographic proceeds is
used to fund exploration, conservation, and education through ongoing contributions to the work of

the National Geographic Society.Phil Schermeister is a National Geographic and fine art



photographer. His work has taken him across North America, photographing such subjects as the
Tarahumara Indians of Mexico, the Pony Express Trail, and the Cherokee Indian Trail of Tears. He
now has a wide variety of editorial and corporate clients and concentrates much of his editorial work
on environmental issues in California and nationwide. Schermeister has completed several books
for National Geographic, includingA A Range of Light: The Sierra NevadaA A andA A Guide to

America’s Outdoors: Far West. To learn more, visit schermeisterphotography.com.

Maps are nice. The excursions (near by places) and park information (camping, lodging, etc) are
listed as filler and so vague it shouldn’t even be listed in the book. For example in Shenandoah NP,
they list a VA state park 320 miles away near Cumberland Gap NHP. In Great Smoky Mountains NP
the Laurel Falls trail isn’t even listed, while this is an extremely popular trail, it is still a must see.
Reading through the book, | get the impression the writers are trying to move people away from the
must sees and popular areas to round about trails and less popular sites in the parks. This is fine,
but by not including everything, the readers are at a disservice. The layout of the previous version

was much better and contained more worth while information to get a better picture of each park.

My wife and | just returned from a month long, 7500 mile road trip which include visits to nine major
national parks. We have never been to a national park before and were eager to get our hands on a
comprehensive source of information for the parks we planned to visit. This book fit the bill
perfectly!Here’s how we utilized it: As | drove to the next park along our route, my wife would read
aloud that parks entry from the book. Each entry includes interesting details about the park’s history,
the most popular features/sites, and the best way to visit the park. The entry also includes a fairly
detailed map of the park. As my wife read, she would make marks on the map, highlighting the
places we would visit. Once we arrived at the park we had all of our stops planned out and ready to
go!Why not just use the internet? In many of the parks and surrounding areas there was little to no
cell coverage. Parts of Montana, Wyoming, and various other states just aren’t covered. This book
serves as a great fill-in. Obviously, it isn’t as comprehensive as the web, but it provided us with all

the information we needed to have enjoyable visits and all 9 parks we toured.

| like this book so much, | have bought it again as a gift. The chapters are well-organized for trip
planning with suggestions for what to prioritize if you have only one day, two days, etc. Nearby
interesting sites are described as well. There are great area maps as well as site maps and photos

in color on nice quality paper. It is essential for my initial travel planning for estimating where my



time will be best spent.

Good informative book to have for traveling. Great photos. Nice size to take along, not too big or

bulky. Book arrived within the allotted time frame and was well packaged. Good pricing on .

| did not realize that there would be a limited number of parks listed. There aren’t any military parks
listed like Gettysburg, the Arizona, Shiloh or Vicksburg national parks. If you have any interest at all

in military history, this guide is not for you

| was expecting there will be many photograph in the book since it's published by NG. Yet | got
barely no photos and the description is very short. | bought Lonely plane at the same time and the

LP is better

Very good AfA A A A EceA A . Informative NG quality in the usual high quality binding. Paper is
superb and heavy duty. Content is good and easy to find items.| love the small almost pocket size

as it fits easily in travel bags.

This publication was created to be user friendly and is organized thoughtfully throughout. It's
complimented by scenic images and provides park insider tips, wildlife notes and park planners
customized according to the geographic area and allotted travel time. | would highly recommend this
guide to park enthusiasts!
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